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PRESCRIPTIVE RIGHTS FOR PSYCHOLOGISTS- WHAT’S IN IT FOR ME?? 

Dear Colleagues, Members of the Psychology Profession.  

Warm greetings! Thank you to all those who have already enrolled for the webinar. 

The aim of this communication is to confirm that the prescriptive movement is relevant and import to all our psychology 

professions, namely clinical psychology, counselling psychology, educational psychology, industrial psychology, 

neuropsychology, psychometrists, registered counsellors, and research psychologists. 

As psychology professionals, we are all registered as health practitioners. In the workshop, presenters will provide 

reasons why all psychology professionals should have significant involvement with psychopharmacology. Currently 

psychology professionals have only minimal, or a passing knowledge of psychopharmacology. We will discuss why this is 

not good for the citizens of South Africa, and why it is not good for the psychology professions. 

Should all current psychology professionals prescribe? We argue that prescription rights for every psychologist at this time 

would not be practical or correct.  First, not all psychology professionals are keen to prescribe. Current registered 

professionals should be free to decline. Second, only appropriately trained psychology professionals should be allowed to 

prescribe. In this workshop, we describe in detail, what the training entails. 

Why should non-prescribing psychology professional support the prescriptive movement? What’s in it for me? 

One of our proposals is that all psychology students and professionals should have a base level of psychopharmacology 

education, which includes knowledge of all classes of psychotropic medications, applications, and mechanisms of action, 

and others. The psychopharmacology syllabus, at any level, includes topics in medical sciences, notably neuroscience 

and medical pathology. Training in psychopharmacology makes one a better psychologist, even if the psychologist never 

gets to prescribe. More information will be provided in the workshop. 

Prescribing psychologists are highly versatile health practitioners with a huge therapeutic toolkit. They conduct physical 

assessments and order laboratory tests. Another major advantage is that they can unprescribe, i.e., take a patient off 

medication and replace it with psychotherapy, if appropriate.  

The primary goal of the prescriptive movement is to expand the scope of practice for psychology. 

It’s our Profession. We should determine what happens to it. 

To book for the workshop click here: https://qkt.io/V1KoSS 

To apply for membership of the PASACP, visit our website: www.pasacp.co.za 
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